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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR 

THE  YEAR  1953 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Morpeth. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

1  have  ihe  honour  to  present  my  report  for  1953. 

The  vital  statistics  are  in  some  respects,  belter  and  in  other  respects  worse  than  in  the  pre¬ 
vious  year.  The  birth  rate  shows  a  decline  but  is  still  higher  than  the  national  average.  The 
death  rate  shows  a  very  great  increase  compared  with  the  extremely  low  rate  recorded  in  1952 
and  is  the  highest  for  at  least  15  years.  This  increase  is,  however,  caused,  to  a  large  extent,  by 
the  alteration  in  the  method  of  assigning  transferable  deaths.  Under  the  new  system,  which  came 
into  operation  at  the  beginning  of  1953,  deaths,  occurring  in  St.  George's  Hospital  and  previously 
transferred  to  the  area  where  the  patient  lived  prior  to  admission,  are  now  all  assigned  to  the 
Borough.  This  has  resulted  in  a  material  increase  in  the  total  number  of  deaths  and,  consequently 
in  the  death  rate. 

On  the  credit  side,  however,  the  infantile  mortality  rate  is  only  15.79  per  1,000  live  births,  is 
almost  certainly  the  lowest  on  record  and  is  much  lower  than  the  average  rate  for  England  and 
Wales,  as  a  whole. 

Notifications  of  infectious  disease  were  few  in  number  and  Diphtheria  remained  absent  from 
the  community. 

There  were  12  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  compared  with  17  in  1952  and  there  were  4 
deaths  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  but  none  from  other  forms  of  the  disease. 

The  Council's  building  programme  looks  a  big  step  forward  in  1953  with  the  completion  of 
111  houses  and  this  should  bring  appreciably  nearer,  the  time  when  the  Council  can  proceed  with 
slum-clearance  schemes. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  members  of  the  Council  for  the  consideration  they  showed  me 
during  the  year  and  particularly  during  the  time  when  I  was  absent  from  duty  owing  to  illness. 
I  should  like,  also,  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  assistance  I  have  received  from  the  staffs  of 
all  departments  of  the  Council,  especially  from  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

I  am. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  B.  McGREGOR, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
Borough  of  Morpeth. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
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SECTION  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

The  Borough  of  Morpeth  is  an  ancient  market  town,  situated  in  pleasant  surroundings  on 
the  River  Wansbeck  and  on  the  Great  North  Road  about  14  miles  north  of  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

The  old  town  lies  in  a  hollow,  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  high  ground  except  where  the  Wans¬ 
beck  enters  and  leaves  it.  As  in  so  many  historic  towns  the  buildings  are  very  congested  and 
numbers  of  old.  damp,  insanitary,  dark  and  ill  ventilated  houses  still  exist,  many  of  them  in  yards 
opening  olT  the  main  streets.  The  problem  of  slum  clearance  will  have  to  be  tackled  in  the  near 
future  but  will  not  be  easily  solved  and  will  require  careful  planning  and  co-ordination. 

The  nature  of  the  terrain  has  compelled  the  Council  to  build  the  new  housing  estates  well 
away  from  the  centre  of  the  town,  on  high  ground  to  the  south  and  south-west. 

Surrounded  as  it  is,  by  a  wide  agricultural  area,  Morpeth  is  an  important  shopping  and  mar¬ 
ket  centre  and  the  distributive  trades  and  public  administration  occupy  a  relatively  large  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  population. 

Coal-mining,  agriculture  and  market  gardening  also  provide  employment  and  the  town  con¬ 
tains  an  iron  foundry,  two  aerated  waters  factories,  and  several  motor  engineering  firms. 

Morpeth  is  fortunate  in  having  a  beautiful  park  which  lies  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Wansbeck 
and  provides  opportunities  for  recreation  and  games  beside  the  river  and  magnificent  floral  dis¬ 
plays  at  the  main  entrance  from  the  Great  North  Road.  Many  visitors  are  attracted  to  the  town 
and  its  surroundings  during  the  holiday  months. 


Area  in  Acres  .  2,213 

Registrar-General's  Estimate  of  Resident  Population  mid- 1953  .  10,800 

Rateable  Value  .  £66,085 

Sum  Produced  by  a  Penny  Rate  . £259  15  2 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1953)  .  2,981 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births  : 

Legitimate 

Jllegimitate 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 
Standard  Birth  Rate  (comparability  factor  0.98)  . 

Still  Births  : 


Total 

Male 

Female 

176 

99 

77 

14 

7 

7 

190 

106 

84 

.  17.59 

.  17.24 

Total  Male  Female 


Legitimate 
1  llegi  mi  late 


6  4  2 

1  0  1 


7  4  3 

DEATHS  -  -  - 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (Live  and  Still)  Births  .  35. 

Rate  per  1,000  total  population  .  0. 

Total  Male  Female 
164  90  74 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  .  J5, 

Standard  Death  Rate  (comparability  factor  1.01)  .  15.. 

Death  from  Puerperal  Causes  (heading  30  of  the  Registrar-General's  Short  List  : 

Rate  per  1.000 
Deaths  total  (live  and 

still)  Births. 

No.  30.  Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  Abortion  .  Nil  Nil 


Dcutli  Kate  of  Infants  under  I  year  : 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  .  15.70 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  .  17.04 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  .  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages  .  23. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  .  Nil 


The  Registrar-General  supplies  the  following  : 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1953  Male  Female 

1.  Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  . •  3  1 

2.  Tuberculosis  (other  forms)  .  —  — 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease  .  I  1 


4.  Diphtheria  . 

5.  Whooping  Cough  . 

6.  Meningococcal  Infections 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles  . 


9.  Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  .  1 

10.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach  .  3  4 

11.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  .  1  — 

12.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast  .  —  1 

13.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus  .  —  1 

14.  Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms  .  8  5 

15.  Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  .  —  — 

16.  Diabetes  .  —  1 

17.  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  .  13  8 

18.  Coronary  Disease,  Angina  .  6  6 

19.  Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  .  2  2 

20.  Other  Heart  Disease  .  31  20 

21.  Other  Circulatory  Disease  .  I  4 

22.  Influenza  .  —  — 

23.  Pneumonia  .  3  2 

24.  Bronchitis  .  2  4 

25.  Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  .  1  — 

26.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  .  3  — 


27.  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . 

29.  Hyperlasia  or  prostate  . 

30.  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

31.  Congenital  Malformations  . 


32.  Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases  .  8  9 

33.  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  .  1  — 

34.  All  other  Accidents  .  1  3 

35.  Suicide  .  1 

36.  Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  . 


90  74 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year :  Male  Female 

Legitimate  .  -  1 

Illegitimate  . . . 


1 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY,  1953 


Disease  Under 

1  wk. 

1  -2 
wl  s. 

2—3  3—4 

wks.  wks. 

Total 

under 

1  mth. 

1—3 

mlhs. 

3—6 

rnths. 

6—9 

mths. 

9—12 

mths. 

Total 

under 

1  year 

Prematurity  .  1 

Volvulus  of  Intestine  ..  — 

Broncho-Pneumonia  ..  — 

E 

—  — 

1 

1 

_ 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

The  following  table  shows 

the  comparative  Mortality  Kate  during  the 

past  eleven  years  : 

1943 

1944 

1945  1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952  1953 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and 

tLnteri tis  under  2  years  1 

2 

Infantile  Deaths  under  1  year  7 

8 

8  3 

6 

9 

10 

7 

5 

7  3 

Infantile  Mortality 

per  1,000  live  births  52.63 

46.24 

58.98  16.39 

29.7 

43.6 

54.35 

34.48 

23.81  33.49  15.79 

SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 
LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

These  are  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  in  the  Laboratory  at  the  New¬ 
castle  General  Hospital. 

The  extent  to  which  these  facilities  have  been  utilised  is  shown  below  : 

Neg. 


Specimen  sent  by 


Specimen 


Regional  Hospital  Board  Chest  Physician 

General  Practitioners  . 

Regional  Hospital  Board  Physician  . 


Sputa  for  B.  Tuberculosis  ... 
do. 

Sputum  for  B.  Tuberculosis 


Pos. 

6 


General  Practitioners 


Aspirated  fluid  for  B.  Tuberculosis 
Urine  for  B.  Tuberculosis  . 


Medical 

General 


Officer  of  Health 
Practitioner 


Faeces  for  pathogenic  organisms 
do 


72 

18 

1 

T 


General  Practitioner 


Urine  for  pathogenic  organisms 


General  Practitioners  .  Swabs  for  Coliform  organisms 


General  Practitioner 


Blood  for  pathogenic  organisms 


General  Practitioners  .  Swabs  for  C.  Diphtheriae 


General  Practitioners  .  Swabs  for  Vincent's  Angina  .  1 

General  Practitioner  . 


Swabs  for  Bacillus  Proteus 


1 


General  Practitioners  .  Swabs  for  Haemolytic  Streptococci  ...  4  11 


8 


1 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 

These  are  provided  by  the  Northumberland  County  Council  under  the  National  Health  Ser¬ 
vice  Act,  1946. 

Three  ambulances,  a  car  and  five  drivers  are  stationed  in  Morpeth  and  serve  the  Borough, 
Pegswood  and  the  western  part  of  the  Morpeth  Rural  District,  and  part  of  Castle  Ward  Rural 
District. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  the  Northumberland  County  Council  is  the 
authority  solely  and  directly  responsible  for  Home  Nursing  Services. 

Three  nurses  are  stationed  in  Morpeth.  Their  work  includes  both  general  nursing  and  mid¬ 
wifery,  and  they  serve  the  Borough  and  adjacent  parts  of  Morpeth  Rural  District. 


CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS 

The  Northumberland  County  Council  is  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Authority  for  the 


Borough  and  clinics  are  held  as  follows  :— 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic,  Parochial  Hall  . 

Antenatal  Clinic,  Parochial  Hall  . 

Diphtheria  Immunisation,  Parochial  Hall  .... 

Child  Welfare  Centre,  Common  Camp  . 

Orthopaedic  Clinic,  Common  Camp  . 


every  Monday:  9.30 — 12  noon:  1.30 — 4  p.m. 

alternate  Thursdays  :  9.30 — 12  noon  :  1.30  4  p.m. 
alternate  Thursdays  :  9.30 — 12  noon. 

ist  Friday  in  month  :  1.30 — 4  p.m. 
alternate  Fridays:  1.30 — 4  p.m. 
every  Friday  at  9.30  a.m. 


SECTION  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER 

The  Morpeth  Borough  Council  possesses  its  own  water  undertaking,  and  the  supply  there¬ 
from  is  augmented  by  water  purchased  from  Tynemouth  Corporation.  The  water  from  both 
sources  is  chlorinated,  that  supplied  from  Tynemouth  being  treated  by  the  vendors  prior  to  enter¬ 
ing  the  district.  The  water  obtained  from  Morpeth  Borough’s  own  bore-hole  supply  is  pumped 
to  open  storage  reservoirs,  passed  through  slow,  sand  filters  by  gravitational  filtration,  and  stored 
in  covered  service  reservoirs. 

The  water  is  subsequently  chlorinated  and  distributed  through  the  Borough. 

The  supply  has  at  all  times  been  adequate  for  all  demands  made  upon  it,  the  pressure  suffi¬ 
cient.  and  the  quality  satisfactory. 

The  average  daily  consumption  from  the  Borough  undertaking  was  approximately  144,692 
gallons,  while  that  from  Tynemouth  supply  was  approximately  180,579  gallons.  Total  daily  con¬ 
sumption  in  the  Borough  was  325,271  gallons. 

During  the  year,  a  leakage  developed  in  one  of  the  filter  beds  due  to  a  fracture  in  the  brick¬ 
work.  This  was  promptly  repaired,  with  a  consequent  minimum  loss  of  water.  The  filtering  media 
has  been  cleansed,  and  where  necessary  renewed.  Gathering  grounds  and  ditches  have  been  cleaned 
hedges  and  verges  trimmed,  and  repairs  done  to  fences.  The  pumping  engines  at  Tranwell  and 
Gubeon  have  each  failed  twice  during  the  year,  and  the  defects  found  were  of  a  major  character, 
entailing  considerable  expense  in  repairs. 

All  the  water  mains  were  flushed  and  cleansed,  and  repairs  and  renewals  carried  out  where 
defects  were  discovered. 

Samples  were  frequently  taken  at  various  points  in  the  Borough  to  check  the  quality  of  the 
water.  The  results  of  the  examinations  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  are 
detailed  in  the  appended  table. 

Owing  to  the  progress  of  the  Borough  Housing  Programme  at  Spelvet  Lane,  the  following 
new  lengths  of  mains  were  added  to  the  system,  viz  : — 

Spelvet  Lane  Scheme — 6.  137  yards  4-ins.  internal  diameter. 

WATER  SAMPLES 

During  the  year,  sixteen  samples  were  procured  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Labor¬ 
atory  at  the  General  Hospital,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  for  bacteriological  examination  as  follows  : 


BACTERIOLOGICAL 


Probable  No.  of 
Aerogencs  Org- 

Sainple  Date  Place  of  Collection  anisms  per  100 

...No  ...obtained  ml.  of  water 


1. 

...15.1.53 

Doggar  Bank  . 

.  Nil 

T 

15.1.53 

Dawson  Place  . 

.  Nil 

3. 

15.1.53 

Wesley  Place 

.  Nil 

4. 

15.1.53 

McGills  Yard  . 

.  Nil 

5. 

28.4.53 

Salisbury  Street  . 

.  Nil 

6. 

28.4.53 

Salisbury  Street  . 

.  Nil 

7. 

28.4.53 

Gladstone  Street  . 

.  Nil 

8. 

28.4.53 

Coopies  Lane  . 

.  Nil 

9. 

16.6.53 

Thorpe  Avenue  . 

.  Nil 

10. 

16.6.53 

Wesley  Place  . 

.  Nil 

11. 

16.6.53 

Goosehill  . 

.  Nil 

12. 

16.6.53 

Cutters  Buildings  . 

.  Nil 

13. 

23.7.53 

McGills  Yard  . 

.  Nil 

14. 

23.7.53 

Oldgate  . 

.  Nil 

15. 

23.7.53 

High  Stanners  . 

.  Nil 

16. 

23.7.53 

Mains  Terrace  . 

.  Nil 

CHEMICAL 

One  sample  of  water  from  the  Town  Supply  was  procured  for  Chemical  Analysis  and  sub¬ 
mitted  to  Mr.  J.  H.  Pattinson,  Public  Analyst  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne.  The  following  is  a  copy 
of  his  report  thereon  : — 


CHEMICAL  RESULTS 

Paris  per  100.000 

Total  Solids  dried  at  180°  C .  194.0 

Chlorine  as  Chlorides  .  17.8 

Free  Ammonia  .  0.18 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  .  0.04 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  .  0.10 

Oxygen  Absorbed  (4  hours  at  80°  F.)  5.70 

Total  Hardness  .  132 

Permanent  Hardness  .  17 

Temporary  Hardness  .  115 

Lead  and  Copper  .  None 

Iron  0.5 

Appearance  and  Colour  (Hazen  degrees  80)  .  Pale  orange, 

yellow  and  clear 

Smell  and  Taste  .  Satisfactory 

Microscopical  examination  of  deposit  .  Satisfactory 


REPORT 

This  sample  of  water  is  of  satisfactory  organic  purity  and  it  contains  no  deposit  for  micro¬ 
scopical  examination. 

The  water  is  distinctly  brown  in  colour,  but  this  does  not  militate  against  its  wholesome 
character  as  a  drinking  water. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  water  is  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  use. 

(signed):  W.  GORDON  CAREY. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


The  following  table  indicates  the  number  and  nature  of  the  inspections  carried  out  during 
the  year  : — 
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00 

OJ 
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HOUSING 

Structural  Defects  . 

Defective  Food  Store  . 

Dampness  . 

Overcrowding  . 


566 

8 

25 

58 


66 

8 

14 

4 


1 1 

9 


66 

9  including  one  brought  for¬ 
ward  from  1952 

15  including  one  brought  for¬ 
ward  from  1952 

—  on  Council  Housing  list 
awaiting  rehousing. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

Insufficient  . 

Unsatisfactory  . 

1 

1 

1 

i 

— 

— 

— 

DRAINAGE 

Insufficient  . 

30 

30 

1 

30 

Defective  . 

27 

27 

2 

27 

— 

— 

— 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES 


Insufficient  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Defective  . 

.  7 

7 

1 

7 

— 

— 

— 

Dairies  . 

.  11 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Premises  . 

.  323 

7 

1 

7 

— 

— 

— 

Shops  Acts  . 

.  20 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Slaughterhouses  . 

462 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tents,  Vans,  etc . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Offensive  Trades  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Factories  and  Workplaces  . 

.  73 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Keeping  of  Animals  . 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Insanitary  Ashpits  and  Bins  . 

48 

48 

4 

48 

— 

— 

— 

Offensive  Accumulations  . 

10 

9 

1 

9 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  Nuisances  . 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  . 

.  1679 

228 

31 

226 

— 

— 

— 

The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  the  work  effected  : 


Bv 

Informal 

Action 

By 

Statutory 

Notice 

Total 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES 

Ptivv  and  Privy  Ashpits  Abolished  . 

_ 

___ 

_  ’ 

Privies  and  Privy  Ashpits  Repaired  . 

— 

_ 

_ 

Pail  Closets  Abolished  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Water  Closets  Provided  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

No.  of  above  for  which  Grant  was  given  under 

P.H.A..  1936  S.47  . 

— 

_ 

_ 

Sanitary  Bins  Provided  . 

88 

_ 

88 

Sanitary  Bins  Renewed  . 

48 

— 

48 

DRAINAGE 

New  Drains  Constructed  . 

30 

30 

Drains  Repaired  or  Reconstructed  . 

27 

— 

27 

Additional  Gullies  Provided  . 

8 

_ 

8 

Old  Gullies  Replaced  . 

— 

— 

— 

Scullery  Sinks  Provided  . 

1 

- - 

1 

Scullery  Waste  Pipes  Repaired  . 

— 

— 

— 

Scullery  Waste  Pipes  Trapped  . 

— 

— 

— 

Yards  Repaired  or  Reconstructed  . 

4 

— 

4 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Sources  closed  or  discontinued  . 

.  Nil 

Number  of  Houses  . 

.  Nil 

NEW  SERVICE  PROVIDED 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  . 

.  13 

Number  of  Houses 

.  25 

(b)  Bv  Private  Owners  . 

2 

Number  of  Houses 

No.  of  Dwelling  Houses  supplied  by 

(a)  Internal  Tap  . 

.  2,717 

(b)  Standpipe  . 

.  67 

COMPLAINTS 

Two  hundred  and  ninety  eight  complaints  were  recorded  during  the  year,  all  of  which  were 
dealt  with. 

The  method  of  procuring  the  abatement  of  nuisances  and  remedy  of  various  Sanitary  defects 
was,  as  in  the  past,  by  interviews  and  service  of  Informal  Notices.  It  is  pleasing  to  report  that 
resort  to  Statutory  Action  was  unnecessary,  which  again  demonstrates  the  practical  value  of  cordial 
negotiation  between  the  Department  and  Public,  as  against  a  rigid  policy  of  discordant  litigation 


except  when  absolutely  necessary.  As  a  result 
works  were  effected  : — 

Ceilings  Repaired  .  3 

Cooking  ranges  repaired  .  I 

Doors  repaired  .  6 

Eavesgutters  repaired  .  2 

External  walls  stabilised  .  2 

Floors  repaired  .  II 

Floors  renewed  .  2 

Fireplaces  repaired  .  4 

Fireplaces  renewed  .  I 

Hot  water  apparatus  repaired  .  1 

Latches  and  locks  repaired  .  4 

Other  visits  and  inspections  of  the  District 


were  as  follows  : — 

Refuse  Disposal  Grounds  .  46 

Sewage  Disposal  Works  .  22 

Public  Conveniences  .  95 

Yards.  Courts  and  Passages  .  44 

Fairgrounds  .  1 

Watercourses  .  14 


of  the  action  referred  to  the  following  structural 

Lighting  Improved  . 1 

Roofs  repaired  .  8 

Sinks  provided  .  1 

Sub-floor  ventilation  provided  .  I 

Ventilation  improved  .  3 

Vent  pipes  repaired 
Windows  repaired 

Walls  repaired  .  5 

Waterpipes  repaired  .  I 

Wash  houses  repaired  .  I 

Yard  surfaces  repaired  .  4 

under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  totalling  254, 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment  .  2 


Licenced  Premises  .  8 

Markets  .  12 

Infectious  Diseases  .  3 

Disinfections  carried  out  .  3 

Temporary  Housing  Sites  .  4 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

Periodical  inspections  were  carried  out  for  excess  smoke  emission  from  factory  chimneys,  but 
no  case  was  found  calling  for  official  intervention. 


VERMINOUS  PREMISES 

Destruction  of  vermin  has  again  received  strict  attention  from  the  Health  Department,  fre¬ 
quent  inspections  being  made  to  discover  any  infestations.  Where  any  was  found  prompt  action 
was  taken  to  eliminate  this  potential  threat  to  the  comfort  and  health  of  the  people. 

Methods  of  eradication  employed  are  the  use  of  approved  liquid  and  dust  insecticides  and  the 
application  of  high  temperature  liame.  Every  case  is  followed  up  by  a  second  treatment  to  ensure 
as  complete  a  clearance  of  vermin  as  possible.  The  following  shows  the  number  of  cases  treated 
over  the  year : — 


Species 

Council  Houses 

Private  Houses 

Business  Premises 

No. 

Bed  Bugs  . 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

3 

Cockroaches 

15 

3 

1 

19 

Fleas  . 

5 

2 

Nil 

7 

Woodworm 

5 

T 

Nil 

6 

Steam  Fly  . 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

1 

Snails  . 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

Totals  . 

30 

6 

38 

rl  rl 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

There  are  three  Licensed  Pet  Shops  on  the  Borough  Register,  two  of  which  are  traders  from 
outside  the  Borough. 

The  number  of  inspections  made  of  their  businesses  during  the  year  was  28.  No  contraven¬ 
tions  were  found. 

RAG  FLOCK  ACT,  1951 

There  is  still  only  one  building  registered  in  the  Borough  for  the  storage  of  Rag  Flock.  The 
number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  was  2.  No  contraventions  were  found. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

The  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  is  the  chief  cause  for  action  under  this  heading  and  it  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  an  important  duty  of  the  Health  Department.  The  enormous  damage  which  these 
pests  can  do  to  the  nation's  food  supplies  and  their  potentialities  as  carriers  of  disease  make  their 
destruction  a  matter  of  vital  importance  to  the  community. 

The  success  of  this  work  largely  depends  upon  the  employment  of  an  adequate  administrative 
organisation,  working  on  a  sound  and  well  planned  programme.  The  Council  is  to  be  congratul¬ 
ated  on  the  measures  it  has  taken  to  execute  this  work,  the  quality  of  which,  administratively 
and  technically  has  received  the  commendation  of  the  Regional  Officers  of  the  Ministry  concerned. 

The  practical  work  of  Rodent  Destruction  is  carried  out  by  a  fully-trained  and  experienced 
operator  under  the  control  and  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

The  methods  employed  in  the  killing  of  Rats  and  mice  are  those  advocated  by  the  Infestation 
Branch  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  thus  securing  the  fullest  and  most  effective 
treatment,  as  devised  by  their  experts. 

In  accordance  with  the  Ministry’s  requirements  the  Sewerage  System  of  the  Borough  was 
treated  twice  during  the  year.  Refuse  disposal  grounds,  sewage  works,  business  and  residential 
properties,  council  owned  properties  and  agricultural  lands,  etc.,  came  within  the  year’s  pro¬ 
gramme. 

Charges  were  raised  for  all  work  done  on  business  premises  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry’s 
instructions  in  order  to  qualify  under  the  grant  scheme. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  work  done  under  this  heading  during  the  year 
under  review  : — 


Local 

Authority 

Property 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Agricultural 

Properties 

Business 

Premises 

Total 

Inspections 

23 

729 

10 

422 

1184 

Treatments  by 

L  A. 

11 

53 

1 

16 

81 

Notices  Served 

— 

1 

— 

9 

3 

Treatments  by 

private  persons 

— 

— 

— 

5 

5 

Agricultural  properties  normally  engage  the  services  of  the  Infestations  Department  of  the 
Area  Agricultural  Executive  Committee,  and  any  infestations  discovered  by  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  are  reported  to  the  Agricultural  Committee  Branch  Headquarters  for  action.  Such  notifi¬ 
cation  is  a  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  Regulation  under  the  Pest  Act,  whether  the 
Local  Authority’s  Officer  does  or  docs  not  give  a  treatment. 

DESTRUCTION  OF  MOLES 

Owing  to  the  agricultural  character  of  the  Borough,  trouble  from  moles  is  periodically  ex¬ 
perienced.  To  deal  with  these  is  still  a  matter  for  a  “Specialist”  for  successful  results  and  is  not 
undertaken  by  the  Council’s  Rodent  Operator. 


The  Mole-catcher  employed  by  the  Council  lias  made  periodic  visits  to  the  sites  of  infest¬ 
ation  and  dealt  witli  them. 

DESPATCH  OF  DOMESTIC  ANIMALS 

This  special  service  by  the  Council  to  pet-owners  in  the  Borough  is  carried  out  by  the  Rodent 
Operator  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors.  I  he  method  employed  is  by  asphyx¬ 
iation  with  approved  dosage  of  chloroform  in  an  R.S.P.C.A.  gas  chamber.  1  he  department  is 
also  occasionally  called  upon  by  the  local  Police  Authorities  to  dispose  of  domestic  animals.  I  lie 
total  number  of  animals  dealt  with  during  the  year  was  7. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

Frequent  inspections  of  the  Sewage  Pumping  Station  and  treatment  works  were  made  during 
the  year  to  ensure  efficiency  in  the  disposal  of  the  town  sewage.  Attention  has  been  concentrated 
on  the  quality  of  the  effluent  by  taking  samples  for  analysis.  The  disposal  plant  is  working  to  full 
capacity  and  is  frequently  overloaded  and  the  quality  of  the  effluent  has  often  been  unstaisfactory 
but  no  serious  nuisance  has  been  noted.  The  works  have  been  generally  well  maintained,  sludge 
lagoons  periodically  cleaned,  grass  cut,  and  access  paths  weeded. 

Sewers  and  syphons  were  regularly  examined,  cleansed  and  flushed  when  required.  It  is  hoped 
that  in  the  near  future  work  will  begin  on  the  new  Sewage  reception  and  disposal  plant,  thus  en¬ 
suring  adequate  capacity  for  the  increasing  demands  made  upon  the  system  as  a  result  of  the 
Council's  expanding  Housing  programme,  and  the  installation  of  baths  and  improved  amenities  in 
existing  houses. 

During  the  year,  the  following  new  lengths  of  sewer  were  added  to  the  system  : — 

Spelvet  Lane  Scheme  6 — 327  yards — 6-ins.  diameter — Soil  Sewer. 

437  yards — 6-ins.  diameter — Surface  Water. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Public  Cleansing  in  Morpeth  is  done  by  direct  labour.  Refuse  is  collected  daily,  and  is  dis¬ 
posed  of,  primarily,  at  Deuchar  Park  Tip,  situated  within  the  Borough.  Progress  at  this  site  has 
been  generally  satisfactory,  and  the  large  area  now  under  grass  and  in  course  of  preparation  mani¬ 
fests  the  wisdom,  and  foresight  of  the  Council  in  developing  this  area  as  another  open  “space” 
in  the  centre  of  the  Borough. 

At  a  refuse  ground  of  this  nature,  the  usual  troubles  from  internal  combustion  occasionally 
present  themselves,  but  these  were  promptly  dealt  with  when  they  occurred.  Street  cleansing  has 
received  due  attention  throughout  the  year,  but  it  is  regrettable  to  report  that  the  litter  nuisance  is 
still  prevalent  despite  the  provision  of  numerous  litter  baskets  and  bins.  The  parks  employees 
are  also  having  to  spend  a  considerable  time  each  day  gathering  up  and  removing  large  quantities 
of  litter  from  the  banks  in  Carlisle  Park.  This  problem  is,  unfortunately,  national  as  well  as  local 
and  one  for  which  the  only  solution  would  appear  to  be  the  education  of  the  younger  generations, 
in  good  citizenship.  Legislation  on  this  matter  would,  inevitably,  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible, 
to  enforce. 

The  vehicles  used  in  refuse  collection  are  : — 

(1)  Bantam  Karrier  (7  cubic  yards  capacity). 

(2)  Karrier  C.K.3.  (9/10  cubic  yards  capacity). 

(3)  One  Horse  and  Cart. 

(4)  One  Tank  Cart. 

136  New  bins  were  added  to  the  collection  system  during  the  year. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

Frequent  inspection  of  the  River  Wansbeck  and  other  waterways  in  the  Borough  were  made 
to  detect  any  nuisances. 

The  amount  of  rubbish  thrown  into  the  river  was  less  than  in  previous  years  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  this  indicates  an  improved  social  conscience  in  previous  offenders.  There  is  neverthe¬ 
less,  still  room  for  improvement  in  this  direction. 


RIVER  POLLUTION 

Three  reports  were  received  from  the  Chief  Pollution  OITicer  of  the  Northumberland  and 
Tyneside  River  Board,  stressing  the  unsatisfactory  nature  of  the  effluent  being  discharged  from 
the  Borough  Sewage  Disposal  Works  into  the  River  Wansbeck.  This  is  bound  to  continue  until 
the  proposed  extensions  to  the  Disposal  Works  can  be  installed  and  brought  into  operation.  For¬ 
tunately  no  obvious  signs  of  serious  river  pollution  occurred  during  the  year. 

No  pollution  from  other  sources  was  detected  and  no  action  was  necessary. 

CAMPING  SITES 

There  are  no  camping  sites  within  the  Borough. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS 

There  are  no  Swimming  Baths  or  Pools  within  the  Borough. 

SCHOOLS 

In  the  Borough,  there  are  live  schools  for  Elementary  education  of  children,  two  for  Second¬ 
ary  Education  and  one  Commercial  College.  All  of  these  establishments  are  supplied  with  drink¬ 
ing  water  from  the  Corporation  Water  Mains  piped  to  draw-off  taps  on  drinking  fountains.  They 
are  all  equipped  with  water  carriage  systems  of  drainage  and  sanitary  arrangements.  Kitchens  and 
food-stores,  where  meals  are  prepared  have  been  inspected,  and  all  were  satisfactory. 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 

There  are  in  the  Borough  15  factories  without  mechanical  power  and  43  with  mechanical 
power. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  inspections  made  and  results  thereof  during  1953. 

1.  INSPECTIONS  MADE  BY  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


No.  on 
Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Occupiers 

Notices 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Author¬ 
ities  . 

15 

31 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 

in  which  Section  7  is  enfor¬ 
ced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers'  premises  . 

43 

42 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  . 

58 

73 

2 

— 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

No.  of  cases 

Referred 

in  which 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

prosecutions 

To  H.M. 

By  H.V1. 

were 

Inspector 

Inspector 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  . 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : 

— 

— 

(a)  Insufficient  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  . 

2 

— 

2 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  . 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

SECTION  D 


HOUSING. 


The  following  is  a  tabular  statement  for  the  year  1953  : — ■ 


Houses  completed  during  the  year 

With  State 
Assistance 

Unaided 

Total 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  . 

111 

— 

1 1 1 

(b)  By  any  other  Housing  Authority  . 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  By  Private  Persons  . 

— 

4 

4 

I. 


CLOSING  AND  DEMOLITION  OF  HOUSES 


A.  Formal  Action. 


(1)  Number  of  houses  demolished  during  1953  as  a  result  of  Clearance 

Schemes  or  other  formal  action  .  Nil 

(Number  of  houses  included  in  above  which  were  from  pre-war  con¬ 
firmed  Clearance  Areas  .  Nil) 

(2)  Number  of  houses  closed  but  not  demolished  as  a  result  of  formal  action  Nil 


B.  Informal  Action. 

(1)  Number  of  houses  permanently  discontinued  as  dwellings  as  a  result  of 

informal  action  and  not  included  above  . .  4 


2.  RECONDITIONING  AND  REPAIR 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  during  1953  by  procedure  under  either  Housing  or 


Public  Health  Acts : 

(a)  As  a  result  of  informal  action  . .  96 

(b)  By  owners  as  a  result  of  statutory  notice  .  Nil 

(c)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . .  Nil 


3.  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS  :  HOUSING  ACT,  1949. 

No.  of  Separata 
Houses 


(a)  Applications  submitted  to  Local  Authority  during  year  .  Nil 

(b)  Applications  rejected  by  Local  Authority  . Nil 

(c)  Applications  forwarded  to  Ministry  .  53 

(d)  Applications  rejected  by  Ministry  . Nil 

(e)  Applications  approved  . 53 

(f)  Total  number  of  applications  approved  in  your  area  since  inception  of 

scheme  .  53 


SECTION  E 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

MILK  SUPPLY 

There  are  live  dairy  premises  and  seven  milk  distributors  registered  in  the  Borough.  Four 
distributors  are  licensed  to  retail  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk,  and  six  licensed  to  retail  Pasteurised 
Milk.  One  of  the  latter  is  a  distributor  whose  dairy  premises  are  outside  the  Borough  and  who, 
therefore,  holds  a  “Supplementary”  licence  to  permit  him  to  trade  within  the  Borough.  The  dairies, 
and  equipment  of  these,  have  all  been  regularly  inspected  during  the  year,  and  instructions  and 
advice  given  on  their  maintenance  and  cleanliness. 

Routine  samples  of  milk  were  obtained  at  intervals  from  the  various  distributors  and  sub¬ 
mitted  for  examination  to  check  their  purity.  The  samples  and  results  of  the  examinations  are  as 
follows  : — 


Class  of  milk 

No.  of  Samples 
taken 

Test  Applied 

Passed 

Failed 

Tuberculin  Tested 

5 

Methylene  Blue  Reductase  . 

5 

— 

Pasteurised 

8 

Methylene  Blue  . 

8 

_ 

8 

Reductase  and  Phosphatase  . 

8 

— 

Ungraded 

2 

Methylene  Blue  . 

2 

T 

Reductase  and  Tuberculin  Test  ... 

1 

— 

MEAT  INSPECTION 

The  Ante-mortem  and  Post-mortem  inspection  of  animals  at  the  Council-owned,  Government- 
controlled,  abattoir  at  Low  Stanners  has  again  been  satisfactorily  carried  out  during  the  year.  The 
meat  from  this  abattoir  was  distributed  in  the  Borough,  the  Rural  District  of  Morpeth  and  a  small 
area  of  Castle  Ward  Rural  District.  In  addition  slaughtering  and  subsequent  inspection  by  your 
Meat  Inspector,  was  done  for  other  districts  at  the  direction  of  the  Ministry  of  Food.  Minor  im¬ 
provements,  and  other  repairs  were  carried  out  where  required. 

The  number  of  Animals  dealt  with  during  the  year  under  review  was  as  follows  : — 


Monthly 


Month 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Totals 

January  . 

103 

418 

75 

18 

614 

February  . 

62 

373 

51 

18 

504 

March  . 

76 

365 

95 

6 

542 

April  . 

111 

350 

225 

29 

715 

May  . 

105 

183 

248 

14 

550 

June  . 

45 

368 

109 

34 

556 

July  . 

106 

348 

84 

30 

568 

August  . 

197 

455 

75 

47 

774 

September 

220 

635 

126 

25 

1006 

October  . 

142 

601 

123 

19 

885 

November 

131 

489 

131 

7 

758 

December  . 

114 

443 

196 

19 

772 

Yearly  Totals  ... 

1412 

5028 

1538 

266 

8244 

The  number  of  animals  dealt  with,  therefore,  was  8,244.  This  shows  an  increase  of  320 
over  the  total  for  1952,  and  an  increase  of  2,178  over  the  total  of  6,086  for  1951.  The  following 
table  shows  the  variations  among  the  various  animals  dealt  with  : — 


Year 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Totals 

1953 

1412 

5028 

1538 

266 

8244 

1952  . 

1466 

5537 

648 

273 

7924 

—54 

—509 

+  890 

—7 

+  320 

The  number  of  C 
the  table  hereunder  : 

usually  and 

Emergency 

slaughter  cases 

remained  high  and  these 

are  show 

Month 

Cattle 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Calves 

Monthly 

Totals 

January  . 

28 

28 

1 1 

17 

84 

February  . 

18 

41 

5 

18 

82 

March  . 

14 

48 

13 

6 

81 

April  . 

13 

59 

20 

8 

100 

Mav  . 

17 

27 

8 

14 

62 

June  . 

19 

21 

15 

18 

73 

July 

29 

28 

5 

9 

71 

August 

52 

27 

7 

6 

92 

September  . 

30 

55 

10 

10 

105 

October  . 

23 

50 

5 

19 

97 

November  . 

31 

44 

18 

7 

100 

December  . 

30 

57 

8 

19 

1 14 

Yearly  Totals  ... 

304 

481 

125 

151 

1061 

The  percentage  of  Casualty  and  Emergency  slaughter  animals  of  the  total  animal  kill  was, 
therefore,  approximately  12.9%. 

The  weight  of  meat  and  offals  condemned  as  unlit  for  human  consumption  amounted  to 

17  tons.  7  cwts.  3  qrs.  0  st.  2  lbs. 

This  was  retained  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  for  appropriate  disposal  and  manufacture  into  by¬ 
products.  During  the  year  two  cases  arose  requiring  specif  Laboratory  examination  and  again 
thanks  are  due  to  Dr.  Peck  and  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  for  their  assist¬ 
ance  to  the  Meat  Inspector. 

LICENSING  OF  SLAUGHTERMEN 

Nine  renewals  of  “Slaughterman’s  Licence”  were  granted  for  a  period  of  one  year.  No  new 
applications  were  received  during  the  year.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  is  still  a  noticeable 
lack  of  apprentice  slaughtermen,  who  will  be  needed  to  replace  the  older  ones  as  they  leave  for 
one  reason  or  another.  It  is  hoped  that  master  butchers  will  whenever  possible,  permit  their  young 
employees  to  gain  some  experience  in  slaughtering  and  dressing  of  carcases,  as  soon  as  they  are 
able  to  do  so.  It  is  unfortunate,  of  course,  that  National  Service  Training  intervenes  at  this  impor¬ 
tant  stage  but  it  is  understood  that  there  is  scope  in  the  Services  for  this  work. 


CONDEMNATIONS 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  Slaughtered  . 

1129 

283 

266 

5028 

1538 

Number  Inspected  . 

1129 

283 

266 

5028 

1538 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT  TUBERCULOSIS 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 

8 

15 

12 

62 

4 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was 
condemned  . 

586 

69 

12 

542 

166 

Percentage  of  the  number  affected 
with  disease  other  than  Tuberculosis 

52.61 

29.68 

9.0 

12.0 

11.1 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Whole  Carcases  condemned  . 

Nil 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was 
condemned  . 

42 

27 

Nil 

Nil 

26 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis  . 

3.72 

11.3 

Nil 

Nil 

1.75 

FOOD  PREMISES 


In  the  Borough  there  are  120  food  premises  on  the  Shops  Register  and  the  types  are  shown 
in  the  following  table  : — 


Type 

l  No. 

Butchers  .  .  II 

Bakeries  . 

.  4 

Confectioners  . 

.  15 

Chemists  . 

.  3 

Cafes  . 

.  10 

Cooked  Meats  . 

1 

Dairies  . 

.  5 

Fruiterers  and  Greengrocers  . 

.  8 

Fishmongers  and  Fish  Fryers  . 

.  6 

Frozen  Foods  and  Poultry  Produce  . 

Grocers  Provisions  . 

.  1 

.  39 

Hotels  and  Licensed  Premises  . 

.  12 

Mineral  Water  Works  . 

2 

Wines  and  Spirits  (off  Licence)  . 

i 

Total  . 

.  no 

Of  the  above  the  under-mentioned  are  the  types  of  Food  Premises  Registered  under  Section 


14,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  viz  : — 

Type 

No. 

Butchers  Shops  . 

1 1 

Cooked  and  Preserved  Meats,  etc . 

1 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . 

4 

Ice  Cream  . 

26 

Iced  Lollies  Manufacturers  . 

3 

Total  .  I  46 


During  the  year,  all  registered  premises  were  inspected  to  ensure  that  the  provisions  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938,  and  the  Clean  Food  Bye  laws  were  being  complied  with,  both  with  re¬ 
spect  to  premises,  and  equipment,  and  by  persons  employed  about  the  business.  With  a  few  ex¬ 
ceptions,  the  standard  of  cleanliness  was  generally  satisfactory,  and  as  a  result  of  action  taken, 
various  works  of  improvement,  and  repair  were  carried  out,  such  as,  repairs  to  walls  and  floors  ; 
renewal  of  walls,  floors  and  ceilings  ;  glaze-tiling  of  walls  throughout  ;  rendering  of  internal 
walls  ;  improvement  of  natural  and  artificial  lighting  and  ventilation  ;  provision  of  hot  water 
apparatus  and  trapped  glazed  sinks  ;  new  benches  ;  improved  drainage  :  installation  of  refriger¬ 
ation  plant  ;  the  provision  of  towels  and  nail  brushes  ;  and  the  use  of  approved  detergents  for 
the  washing  of  utensils,  also  the  observance  of  propaganda  notices  as  sponsored  by  the  British 
Tourist  and  Holidays  Abroad  Clean  Food  Campaign,  organisation. 

In  common  with  other  old  historic  English  towns,  Morpeth  suffers  from  a  lack  of  space  at  the 
rear  of  business  premises  for  development  and  extension  and  in  some  cases  this  renders  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  desirable  facilities  difficult.  Nevertheless,  it  is  hoped,  in  time,  with  perseverance  and  app¬ 
ropriate  advice,  to  achieve  the  best  methods  and  facilities  possible  within  the  existing  limitations. 


FOOD  INSPECTION 


The  ever-increasing  use  of  preserved  foods,  of  die  canned  and  packed  kinds,  provides  a  very 
convenient  addition  to  the  National  larder,  and  a  more  varied  diet  to  this  Country,  bringing  the 
produce  of  all  parts  of  the  world  to  our  tables.  Given  sound  food  materials,  proper  processing  and 
packing,  such  foodstuffs  will  remain  fresh  and  nutritious  for  long  periods  of  time.  Without  such 
safeguards,  however,  and  sometimes  as  a  result  of  mechanical  damage  and  other  human  failures, 
destructive  processes  set  in,  causing  spoilage  and  decay,  making  the  food  thus  involved  harmful 
and  perhaps  dangerous. 


It  is,  therefore,  very  necessary,  that  such  foodstuffs  be  adequately  examined.  During  the  year 
the  following  sundry  preserved  foodstuffs  were  condemned,  and  destroyed  by  incineration  : — 


Commodity 

Quantity 

Reason  for  Condemnation 

Weight 
lb.  oz. 

Apricots  . 

7  tins 

Blown  and  Damaged  tins  . 

1  1  — 

Baked  Beans  . 

20  tins 

Biown  and  Damaged  tins  . 

20  104- 

Beef  and  Vegetables  . 

1  tin 

Blown  and  Damaged  tins  . 

—  154 

Bilberries  . 

2  tins 

Blown  and  Damaged  tins  . 

1  12 

Beef  Sauseaees 

5  lbs. 

Fermentation  . 

5  — 

Cooked  Ham  . 

40  tins 

Decomposition  . 

536  10 

Chopped  Pork 

3  tins 

Damaged  Tins  . 

12  — 

Corned  Beef  . 

1  1  tins 

Decomposition  . 

7  15^ 

Cherries  . 

51  tins 

Blown  Tins  . 

51  7 

Condensed  Milk 

4  tins 

Blown  Tins  . 

4  — 

Cheese  . 

196  Portions 

Fermentation  . 

12  4 

Confectionery  . 

52  lbs. 

Contamination  . 

52  — 

Damsons  . 

18  tins 

Blown  Tins  . 

22  8 

Evaporated  Milk  . 

"’S  tins 

Blown  and  Punctured  Tins  . 

">8  104 

Fruit  Mincemeat  . 

1  Jar 

Fermentation  . 

—  P4 

Fruit  Salad  . 

"*8  tins 

Punctured  Tins  . 

44  7 

Grapefruit  . 

3  tins 

Deterioration  of  Tins  . 

3  — 

Grapefruit  Juice  . 

3  tins 

Deterioration  of  Tins 

10  11 

Gooseberries  . 

1  tin 

Blown  Tin 

—  154 

Jellied  Veal  . 

5  tins 

Blown  Tins  . 

30  — ' 

Kidneys  . 

tins 

Decomposition  . 

1  8 

Fiver  Paste  . 

1  Jar 

Mould  . 

_  ?JL 

Funcheon  Meat  . 

10  tins 

Decomposition 

23  74 

Fobster  . 

2  tins 

Decomposition  . 

13  13 

Minced  Beef  Foaf  . 

12  tins 

Decomposition  . 

9  — 

Ox  Tongue  . 

1  tin 

Putrefaction 

10  8 

Oranges  . 

3  tins 

Blown  Pins  . 

2  10 

Plums  . 

77  tins 

Blown  and  Punctured  Tins 

151  11 

Pork  Sausage  . 

58  lbs. 

Fermentation  . 

58  — 

Peas  . 

55  tins 

Blown  Tins  . 

43  4 

Peaches  . 

7  tins 

Blown  Tins  . 

10  5 

Pineapple  Juice  . 

2  tins 

Blown  Tins  . 

2  6 

Pears  . 

4  tins 

Blown  Tins  . 

3  154 

Prunes  . 

1  tin 

Blown  Tins  . 

I  — 

Pilchards  . 

ti ns 

Decomposition  . 

2  _ 

Stewed  Steak  . 

1 1  tins 

Decomposition  . 

I  !  — 

Salmon  . 

4  tins 

Decomposition  . 

1  14 

Strawberries  . 

7  tins 

Blown  Tins  . 

6  1  I 

Spinach  Soup  . 

3  tins 

Blown  Tins  . 

14 

Tomatoes  . 

43  tins 

Blown  Tins  . 

56  12 

Vegetable  Salad  ..  . 

1  tin 

Blown  lin 

—  74 

Total  . 

1269  15f 

SPECIAL  EXAMINATION  OF  FOOD 

As  a  result  of  a  report  from  another  area  that  the  organism  causing  Typhoid  Fever  had  been 
isolated  from  one  sample  of  a  certain  brand  of  tinned  cream,  a  search  was  instituted,  throughout 
the  country,  to  trace  all  tins  of  this  particular  brand,  so  that  stocks  might  be  withheld  from  sale, 
pending  bacter lological  examination.  So  fai  as  Moipelh  Borough  was  concerned,  all  premises 
which  might  conceivably  stock  cream  were  visited  and  only  one  was  found  with  a  supply  of  the 
suspected  cream.  All  remaining  tins  were  withheld  from  sale  until  an  examination  had  been  made. 
1  he  examination  proved  to  be  negative,  nevertheless  the  proprietors  of  the  store  withdrew  the  en¬ 
tire  remaining  stock.  Where  it  had  been  possible  to  track  down  purchasers  of  some  of  this  cream, 
investigations  showed  that  no  ill  effects  had  been  experienced  after  ingestion. 

INSPECTIONS  UNDER  FOOD  AND  DRUGS,  ACT,  1938 

The  following  list  shows  the  number  of  visits  of  inspection  paid  to  various  premises  which 
come  within  the  scope  of  the  Act : — 


Premises  No.  of 

Inspections 

Bakehouses  and  Travelling  Vans  .  10 

Butchers  Shops  and  travelling  Vans  .  46 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  .  48 

Cooked  Foods  Shops  .  23 

Confectioners  Shops  and  Factories  .  10 

Fruiterers  and  Greengrocers’  Shops  .  7 

Fish  Shops  (Wet  and  Fried  Fish)  .  12 

Grocers’  Shops  .  67 

Hotel  Kitchens  .  17 

Total  .  240 


Total  Number  of  Inspections 


Premises  No.  of 

Inspections 

Ice  Cream  Preparers  and  Retailers  .  16 

Iced  Lollipop  Preparers  .  12 

Institution  Kitchens  .  1 

Licensed  Premises  .  8 

Markets  .  12 

Mineral  Water  Factories  .  7 

School  Canteens  .  10 

Snack  Bars  and  Stalls  .  13 

Workers’  Canteens  .  4 

Total  .  83 

.  323 


SECTION  F 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Hospital  accommodation  for  cases  of  infectious  disease  was  provided  at  Walkergate  Hospital, 

TABLE  SHOWING  ANALYSIS  OF  NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

UNDER  AGE  GROUPS 


Disease 

Age  unknown 

Under  1  year 

1 — 2  years 

3 — 4  years 

5 — 9  yeaes 

10 — 14  years 

15 — 19  years 

20 — 34  years 

j  35 — 44  years 

45 — 64  years 

65  years  &  over 

Total 

1  Admitted  to 

'  Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  ....  ....  — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

3 

— 

5 

Measles  ....  ....  ....  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

1 

2 

3 

6 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic)  — 

1 

1 

1 

The  table  given  at  foot  of  previous  page  shows  that  notifications  of  infectious  disease  were 
exceptionally  few  in  number  during  1953. 


DIPHTHERIA 

For  the  fifth  successive  year  no  case  of  this  disease  occurred  in  the  general  population.  Not 
since  1946  has  any  death  resulted  from  this  cause. 

ACUTE  ANTERIOR  POLIOMYELITIS 

One  case  of  this  disease  was  notified.  The  patient  was  a  youth  of  17  years  who  developed  a 
temporary  paralysis  of  one  foot.  He  was  not  seriously  ill  and  he  made  a  complete  recovery. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

During  the  year  259  children  completed  a  primary  course  of  immunisation  and  100  received 
re-inforcing  inoculations. 


It  is  estimated  that,  at  31st  December,  1953,  the  following  percentage  of  children  had  com¬ 
pleted  a  course  of  treatment  at  some  time  : — 

Pre-school  children  immunised  .  530  56.32% 

School  children  immunised  .  1,406  99.5% 

Total  children  under  15  years  immunised  .  1,936  82.2% 


The  immunity  index  which  denotes  the  percentage  of  children  immunised  in  the  past  five 
years  was  as  follows : — 


Children  under  1  year  .  15.6% 

Children  aged  1 — 4  years  .  65.5% 

Children  aged  5 — 14  years  .  62.7% 


It  proved  impossible  to  visit  the  schools  for  immunisation  purposes  during  the  year  and  the 
immunity  indices  are,  therefore,  lower  than  could  be  wished.  The  position  will  be  materially  im¬ 
proved  when  the  schools  are  visited  and  re-inforcing  injections  given  to  those  inoculated  prior  to 
1950.  It  is  hoped  that  this  will  be  possible  in  1954. 

The  following  table,  which  contains  figures  supplied  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  Regis¬ 
trar-General  shows  the  continuing  decline  of  Diphtheria  in  England  and  Wales  : — 


Year 

Deaths 

Notifications 

(corrected) 

1944 

934 

23,199 

1945 

722 

18,596 

1946 

472 

11,986 

1947 

244 

5,609 

1948 

156 

3,575 

1949 

84 

1,890 

1950 

49 

962 

1951 

34 

699 

1952 

31 

375 

1953 

24  § 

§  Provisional. 

240  § 

CANCER  MORTALITY  DURING  1953 


MALES 

FEMALES 

25  -  34 

j  45-54 

55  -  64 

j  65-74 

+ 

in 

c- 

J  Total 

35-44 

45  -  54 

j  55-64 

65-74 

75  + 

Total 

Stomach  . 

3 

3 

2 

2 

4 

Colon  . 

1 

1 

— 

1 

2 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Uterus  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

Larynx  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

1 

Rectum  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

1 

Liver . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

i 

Breast  . 

1 

i 

Kidney  . 

— 

1 

1 

\ 

Bronchus . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pancreas  . 

1 

t 

Totals  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

11 

1 

4 

1 

4 

2 

12 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  population  —  2.13. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1953. 


NEW  CASES  DEATHS 

Age  Groups  Resp.  Non-Resp.  Resp.  Non-Resp. 


M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

—  F 

M 

F 

Under  1  year 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1-4  years  .... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-14  years  .... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15  -  24  years  .... 

] 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25  -  34  years  .... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

*1 

— 

— 

35  -  44  years  .... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

*1 

— 

— 

— 

45  -  54  years  . 

— 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55  -  64  years  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

*1 

— 

— 

— 

65  years  and  over 

Age  Unknown  .... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

3 

6 

1 

2 

3 

1 

— 

— 

Case  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Population — 1.2  *  Not  notified  in  the  Borough  prior  to  death. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Population — 0.37 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Population  in  England  and  Wales — 0.20. 


ANNUAL  REPORTS  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH  —  1953 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Birth-rates.  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality  and  Case-rates  for  Certain  Infectious  Dis¬ 
eases  in  the  Year  1953.  Provisional  figures  based  on  Quarterly  Returns. 


160  County 

160  Smaller 

England 

Boroughs  and 

Towns  (Resident 

London 

and 

Great  Towns 

Population 

Administrative 

Wales 

(including 

25,000-50,000 

County 

London) 

at  1951  Census) 

Births 

Kates  per  1,000 

1  Ionic  Population 

Live  births  . 

15.5 

17.0 

15.7 

17.5 

Still  births  . 

0.35 

0.43 

0.34 

0.38 

22.4  (a) 

24.8  (a) 

21.4  (a) 

21.0  (a) 

Deaths 

All  Causes  . 

11.4 

12.2 

11.3 

12.5 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  . 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

— 

Whooping  Couch  . 

0.01 

0.0 1 

0.00 

0.00 

Diphtheria  . 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

Tuberculosis  . 

0.20 

0.24 

0.19 

0.24 

Influenza  . 

0.16 

0.15 

0.17 

0.15 

Smallpox  . 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis  (including 

polioencephalitis)  . 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Pneumonia  . 

0.55 

0.59 

0.52 

0.64 

Notifications  (corrected) 

Typhoid  fever  . 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

Paratyphoid  fever  . 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Meningococcal  infection  . 

0.03 

0.04 

0.03 

0.03 

Scarlet  fever  . 

1.39 

1.50 

1.44 

1.02 

Whooping  Cough  . 

3.58 

3.72 

3.38 

3.30 

Diphtheria  . 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Erysipelas  . 

0.14 

0.14 

0.13 

0.12 

Smallpox  . 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

Measles  . 

12.36 

11.27 

12.32 

8.09 

Pneumonia  . 

0.84 

0.92 

0.76 

0.73 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (including 

polioencephalitis) 

Paralytic  . 

0.07 

0.06 

0.06 

0.07 

Non-paralytic  . 

0.04 

0.03 

0.04 

0.03 

Food  poisoning  . 

0.24 

0.25 

0.24 

0.38 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

18.23  (a) 

24.33  (a) 

12.46  (a) 

28.61  (a) 

Deaths 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births 

All  causes  under  1  year  of  age  . 

26.8  (b) 

30.8 

24.3 

24.8 

Enteritis  and  diarrhoea  under  2 

years  of  age  . 

1.1 

1.3 

0.9 

1.1 

Maternal  Mortality  in  England  and  Wales 

Rates  per 

Rates 

Intermediate  List  No. 

Number 

1.000  Total 

per  million 

and  cause 

of  Deaths 

(Live  and  Still) 

women 

Births 

aged  15-44 

A 1 1 5  Sepsis  of  pregnancy,  childbirth 

and  the  puer- 

perium  . 

68 

0.10 

Abortion  with  toxaemia  . 

7 

0.01 

1 

A 1 1 6  Other  toxaemias  of  pregnancy 

and  the  puer- 

perium  . 

166 

0.24 

A 1 1 7  Haemorrhage  of  pregnancy  and  childbirth 

90 

0.13 

A 1 1 8  Abortion  without  mention  of 

sepsis  or  tox- 

aemia  . 

30 

0.04 

3 

A 1 1 9  Abortion  with  sepsis  . 

39 

0.06 

4 

A120  Other  complications  of  pregnancy,  childbirth 

and  the  puerperium  . 

125 

0.18 

(a)  Per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births. 

(b)  Per  1,000  related  live  births. 
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